University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiSur

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

10-15-1991

Ecuador: Conoco Inc. Drops Plans To Develop Oil
Field In Amazon Region
Barbara Khol

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur
Recommended Citation
Khol, Barbara. "Ecuador: Conoco Inc. Drops Plans To Develop Oil Field In Amazon Region." (1991).
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur/7398

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiSur by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 064618
ISSN: 1060-4189

Ecuador: Conoco Inc. Drops Plans To Develop Oil Field In
Amazon Region
by Barbara Khol
Category/Department: General
Published: Tuesday, October 15, 1991
On Oct. 11, Conoco Inc., a subsidiary of Du Pont, announced a decision to suspend plans to develop
oil in the Amazon. Cathy Fogel of the Sierra Club said, "I think Conoco succumbed to public
pressure and outrage, so we this this is a real victory. We hope to keep this issue alive and keeping
fighting to protect the area." S. Jacob Scherr, a senior attorney with the Natural Resources Defense
Council, said this development "is a vindication of the concern we expressed earlier that Conoco
might pull out and that the project might continue with other less visible and potentially less
responsive companies." The environmental law firm has said it opposes development in the rain
forest and that residents of the area should determine whether exploration and production occur.
The Council had also discussed with Conoco ways to mitigate potential damage from the project
and to compensate those whose lands would be affected. Demonstrations at both Conoco and
Du Pont were planned later this month by the San Francisco-based Rain Forest Action Network.
The Ecuadoran Energy Ministry had approved the proposed development on Sept. 20, giving the
partners in the project 30 days to decide whether to move forward. Conoco executives said the
decision hinged on more practical problems than the fact that the proposed oil exploration project
had become an environmental issue. Conoco president Constantine S. Nicandros said, "This was
a difficult decision because it is a good project and one on which our people worked very hard and
very well to discover oil and plan for its development. But we simply have more good projects to do
than our capital resources can cover." The other partners in the project include Maxus Energy of
Dallas, an oil company with major operations in Indonesia and the US, an oil investment company
and three smaller US oil and gas producers. (Basic data from Washington Post, 10/12/91)
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